
AMCHP Mourns Loss of Dr. John C. MacQueen
 

September 23, 2009, Washington, DC -- The Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP) is sad to report that our colleague and friend, Dr. John C. MacQueen, died September 23rd in Hills, Iowa.  He was 92 years old and had reportedly been in poor health for the last six years.

Dr. MacQueen formerly served as Director of the Iowa Child Health Specialty Clinics, the state’s program for Children with Special Health Care Needs (CSHCN).  As an administrator and clinician, an advocate, innovator and educator, Dr. MacQueen has made his presence felt throughout the country through his tireless work on behalf of children with special health care needs.  

Phyllis Sloyer, President of AMCHP, said “John was a friend, colleague and mentor.  His leadership and passion helped craft Title V as we know it today.  This is a sad day for us all and AMCHP will work to celebrate his life and accomplishments as we prepare for the 75th anniversary of Title V next year.”  

AMCHP takes special pride in Dr. MacQueen’s accomplishments that have advanced family health programs. They include 30 years as a CSHCN state director; leadership as vice-chair of the Congressional Select Panel for the Promotion of Child Health; membership on the Advisory Panel on Technology and Child Health, Congressional Office of Technology Assessment; contributions to the Maternal and Child Health Bureau and to the Surgeon’s General workshops; and steadfast advocacy for Title V. He was also emeritus professor of Pediatrics at the University’s College of Medicine and served as associate dean of the College of Medicine.  He served as President of the American Academy of Pediatrics, and in many Academy leadership positions; and served as President of the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs.

Dr. MacQueen was honored by his many colleagues and friends in medical academia, the private practice community, and the public health community.  He received a host of well deserved awards for his commitment to and outstanding achievements in improving maternal and child health services, especially services for children with special health care needs and their families.

In 1988, AMCHP established the John C. MacQueen Lecture Award presented at the Annual Meeting of the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs in Washington, DC.  The Award is given annually to honor a public health leader who has made significant contributions to maternal and child health in the United States.  Past winners include former Surgeon General Dr. C. Everett Koop and Marian Wright Edelman, founder of the Children’s Defense Fund.

Michael Fraser, CEO of AMCHP, said today “The MacQueen award is one of the highest honors we can bestow upon a maternal and child health leader because John MacQueen was one of our brightest and best. We were lucky to have him in our lives, and our work, and look forward to continuing his legacy and honoring his spirit in our MacQueen award lecture for many years to come.”

A group of Dr. MacQueen’s friends are planning to establish a fund in his memory to support and carry on his work on behalf of mothers and children and others who have been left out and left behind. If you would be interested in learning more about this fund or would like to contribute please contact  Josephine Gittler at the University of Iowa at (319) 335-9046 or 
Josephine-gittler@uiowa.edu.

#     #    #

AMCHP’s mission is to support state maternal and child health programs and provide national leadership on issues affecting women and children.  For more information on this statement, or other AMCHP policy work, please contact Brent Ewig, AMCHP’s Director of Policy (bewig@amchp.org or 202-775-0436).
