[image: image1.png]m CHILD HEALTH

o
)
=
<
(-4
o
(o)
o
o
u|

b
v

10 NOILVIDOSS




In Rush to Bail Out Wall Street, Don’t Forget Families on Main Street
Washington, DC, September 23, 2008 - Michael Fraser, Ph.D., CEO of AMCHP, issued the following statement today:

“A strong economy is essential to assuring strong families.  As policymakers scramble to respond to the recent turmoil in our financial markets, the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP) urges Congress and the Administration to consider the needs of women, children, and families whose health security is threatened by economic insecurity.  

If the political will exists to find $700 billion in taxpayer dollars to assist ailing companies, we urge Congress to also include just a small proportion of resources for a comprehensive recovery package that assists families dealing with the fall-out from lost jobs, stagnant wages, and rising prices.  
Specifically, we call on Congress to include full funding of $850 million for the Title V Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Services Block Grant.  This program - whose roots are in the Social Security Act passed during the Great Depression - provides critical funds to state public health agencies to improve the health of all women and children.   Unfortunately, the federal commitment to this partnership has eroded in recent years, with MCH Block Grant funding cut over $60 million since 2003. 

Now, as economic troubles increase demand for health services, state MCH programs desperately need additional resources to: 
· increase outreach and screening services to identify and link women and children to available health care services; 
· assure coordination of those services and assist new parents through efforts such as expanded home visitation programs; and 
· deliver essential prevention and health promotion services to make sure that every mom has a healthy pregnancy and every child has the opportunity for a healthy birth and strong start in life. 
Full funding of the MCH Block Grant – along with a temporary increase to the Medicaid FMAP; adequate support for food stamps and WIC; and an extension of unemployment insurance - will help assure that the health of mothers and children is maintained while economic recovery proceeds.    
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AMCHP is the national organization representing state public health leaders and others working to improve the health and well-being of women, children and youth, including those with special health care needs, and families. For more information, contact Brent Ewig, Director of Public Policy and Government Affairs at bewig@amchp.org or 202-775-0436 or visit www.amchp.org.[image: image2.png]
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