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WASHINGTON, DC – AMCHP’s Chief Executive Officer, Michael R. Fraser, PhD, released the following statement this afternoon on the Senate Finance Committee’s proposed health reform legislation:

“Today’s release of the Senate Finance Committee’s health reform bill is an important next step in the national debate on health insurance reform.  AMCHP is pleased to see the Chairman’s recognition of the vital role state maternal and child health programs play in improving the health of our nation’s women, children, and families.  We strongly support the bill’s emphasis on needs assessment and the $1.5 billion proposed for early childhood home visitation programs at the state and community level.  We look forward to working with the Committee and our partners to assure the inclusion of this important new section of Title V of the Social Security Act in the final legislation and appreciate the Committee’s recognition of the critical role Title V plays in assuring that effective maternal and child health services are provided nationwide.

Other features of the bill that support overall public health prevention and wellness include:

− Providing annual “wellness visits” for Medicare participants and their doctors to focus on prevention;

− Elimination of out‐of‐pocket costs for screening and prevention services in Medicare;

− Creating incentives in Medicare and Medicaid for completing healthy lifestyle programs;

− Increasing Federal Medicaid funding for states that cover recommended preventive services and immunizations for enrollees at no extra cost; 

− Providing free tobacco cessation services for pregnant women in Medicaid;

− Allowing insurance issuers in the individual market to vary premiums based only on the following characteristics: tobacco use, age, and family composition.

These provisions combined with proposed coverage expansions and the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee’s public health components offer a positive starting point on which to build future improvements to state and territorial maternal and child health systems.”

For a link to the Senate Finance Committee’s bill and the proposed new section for Title V (starting on pages 70-72) please click here.

#     #    #

AMCHP’s mission is to support state maternal and child health programs and provide national leadership on issues affecting women and children.  For more information on this statement, or other AMCHP policy work, please contact Brent Ewig, AMCHP’s Director of Policy (bewig@amchp.org or 202-775-0436).



