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AMCHP Urges Congress to Sustain Critical Maternal and Child Health Programs 
 Report Warns That Increased Poverty, Uninsured and Compounded Budget Cuts are Creating a Perfect Storm Endangering the Health of America’s Most Vulnerable Families
Sept. 22, 2011, Washington, DC – One day after the Senate Appropriations Committee voted to cut $50 million from the Title V Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Services Block Grant in the FY2012 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill, the Association of Maternal & Child Health Programs (AMCHP) released a new report entitled Critical Condition: How Federal and State Budget Cuts are Hurting the Health of Our Nation’s Mothers and Children. 
The report shows how the combination of increased poverty, the number of Americans lacking health insurance, and previous budget cuts approaching nearly half a billion dollars are combining to create a perfect storm endangering the health of our nation’s mothers, infants, and children, including those with special health care needs. The report provides a snapshot illustrating the combined impact of $74 million in previous federal reductions to the Title V MCH Block Grant along with over $313 million in state cuts to MCH programs since 2007 when the economic downturn began.
AMCHP Chief Executive Officer Michael Fraser, PhD, CAE said, “The compounding effect of dramatically increased needs, along with previous state and federal budget cuts, has put many state MCH systems teetering on the edge. We emphatically implore Congress to consider the current critical condition of our nation’s public maternal and child health systems before making additional drastic budget cuts.”

“We urge policymakers on both congressional appropriations committees and the Super Committee to consider that additional cuts will push some state MCH programs and the pregnant women, children and children with special health care needs they serve over a cliff. It would be disastrous and short sighted to further cut capacity in state public health agencies, especially now when increased MCH needs are so clearly documented.”

Dr. Fraser added, “Cuts to prevention programs like the Title V MCH Services Block Grant will also guarantee that programs such as Medicaid will pay more in the future to treat problems such as prematurity, obesity and injuries, all of which could be effectively prevented with adequate upstream prevention investments in public health.
The World Health Organization recently reported that the United States has fallen to 41 in the world on rankings for infant mortality rate, an alarming indication that we are not doing all we can to address MCH needs. Further cuts to MCH programs will impact some of our most vulnerable citizens, including children and youth with special and complex health needs.” 
According to Dr. Fraser, “The prospect for further cuts comes at a time when only half of all children with special health care needs such as autism, Down syndrome and cerebral palsy, are receiving adequate coordinated care in a medical home. Further budget cuts will result in certain suffering, missed opportunities to prevent serious conditions from getting worse by intervening early, and the prospect of increasing infant and maternal mortality rates. It is therefore imperative that Congress take a balanced approach to deficit reduction and does not destroy a program that has provided services to millions of pregnant women and children for over 75 years.”

#   #   #

AMCHP’s mission is to support state maternal and child health programs and provide national leadership on issues affecting women and children. For more information, please contact Brent Ewig, AMCHP Director of Policy at bewig@amchp.org or call (202) 266-3041.

To view the full report, click here.
